A Comparison of Bill Memos for S7550 and S7631, as compared and produced by
the New York Adoptee Rights Coalition (nyadopterights.org).

BILL NUMBER: &S7550 Desrteod oS00 S7631

TITLE OF BILL: An act to amend the public health law and the domestic
relations law, in relation to enacting the "bill of adeptee rights"

authorizing adoptees to obtain a certified copy of their birth
certificate

PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: This bill weould allew an adopted
person—who—isat leasteighteenyears—Establishes the right of
ageadoptees to reguestreceive a certified copy of his oxr-her
originalttheir birth certificate andfor a mediecal histeory form if
available- Adopted persons—bornoutside—upon reaching the age of+—but
ithin -
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SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: Section 1 of the bill amends the public health
law by adding a new section, § 4138-e, to establishacknowledge that the
“Billdenial of Adoptee Rights"+—An adoptee,—whoaccess to accurate and

complete medical and self-identifying data of any adopted person is at
least—18a violation of that person's human rights and is contrary to

the tenets of governance. 2 (a) states that an adopted person eighteen
years old, may reguestand reeceiveof age can obtain a certified copy of

his or her original birth certificate and/er a medical history ferm, if
available,—upon preperapplication, presentation of proof of

identification and the payment of a nominal fee. Where only o medical

Seetieon 2 amendsSections 2, 3 and 4 amend § 4138 of the public health
law to allow—anadult adopted person—to—regueststate that a certified
copy er—ecertified transeript—of the certificate of birth based upenthe
original certificate of birth upon proper proof of identity and a
written—such a person shall be issued upon notarized request by an
adult adopted person.

Section 5 amends § 4138 of the public, health law by adding twe new
subdivisionsto state that weuld-allew—an adult—adeopteeadopted person
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eighteen years of age or a—birth parent—+toolder may submit to the
registrar a notice of change of name and/or address and +eothat such
information shall be attached to the original birth certificate of the
adopted person.—LfEf—cnocesicoc seroon boco comeomteod seosmmdocdon  fheon fhe
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Section 6 amends § 4139-d of the public health law and removes the
provision that allows an adoption agency to restrict access to non-
identifying information that is not in the best interest of the
adoptee, the biological sibling or the birth parent(s).

Section 7 amends § 4104 of the public health law to include additional
provisions under vital statistics that would be applicable to the city
of New York.

Section 8 amends § 114 of the domestic relations law to require certain
information be contained in the medical history of the child at the
time the child is surrendered by his or her birth parent(s). The law
guardian will have the responsibility to ensure the comprehensive
completion and filing of the information prior to the acceptance of the
termination of parental rights or the entry of a certificate of
adoption. The law guardian will provide an affidavit to the court
reporting all diligent efforts to obtain the medical history
information and a copy of the affidavit will be appended to the
original and amended birth certificates.

Section 9 amends § 114 of the domestic relations law to allow an adult
adoptee to request and receive a certified copy of his or her original
birth certificate and/or a medical history form, if available, upon
proper identification and payment of a nominal fee. Section 10 is the
effective date.

to—ebtain-JUSTIFICATION: In New York, an adoptee cannot access his or
her original birth certificate unless the adoptee goes through judicial
means, and even then, the outcome does not guarantee that access will
be granted. This bill will allow adult adoptees to request and receive
a certified copy of an original birth certificate and/or a medical
history form if awvailae—bleavailable. Adoptees will be able to gain
knowledge of their religious and ethnic heritage and will gain access
to medical information that may be necessary for preventive health care
and illnesses that are linked to family history and genetics. A birth

onta d—by adop ; ary—o o
contacted—at—all-————PRIOR This bill gives an adoptee a clear path to
obtain necessary documents and recognizes that the denial of access to
accurate and compete medical and self-identifying data of any adopted
person is a violation of that person's human rights.
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PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: New Bill.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS FOR STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS: None.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act shall take effect on January 15, 2019,
provided, however, that-peragraphs(g), effective immediately, the
commissioner of health is directed to promulgate such rules and {(h)}—ef
cabddsriodene £ oof whe cdemectde selotdeone 1o reoqulations as ezeotod s
seetion—2may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this act+

hall : o ; : o hall | ] Tave.




